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This book explores why we speak the way we do, and the social 
factors that influences our linguistic decisions. This is based on the 
notions of choice that as users of a language we select from the 
options open to us within a given culture and situation. 
 
Topics include: language, culture and thought, standard language and 
dialects, gender, code-switching, diglossia, multingualism, language 
planning and the variability and diversity of language as a lingua 
franca. 
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This textbook  is  designed for  a 36 hour intensive  course for students  
with limited  knowledge  of  functional  approaches to  grammar.  Because  
of  this,  features  of  traditional  form  based  grammar  have  also  been 
incorporated to help make the transition  from one approach to the other. 
This course material has been used extensively in Southeast Asia, China and 
Japan at undergraduate and graduate level for the past ten years. 
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